
ST JAMES THE GREAT, HANSLOPE 
ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2019 

 
Background 
 

The Parochial Church Council of St James the Great has the 
responsibility of co-operating with the Incumbent, Father Gary 
Ecclestone, in promoting in the ecclesiastical parish the whole 
mission of the church, pastoral, evangelistic, social and 
ecumenical. It also has responsibility for running and maintaining 
the church building and for the upkeep of the churchyard.  The 
church is located in Church End, Hanslope.  The address for 
correspondence is The Vicarage, Park Road, Hanslope, Milton 
Keynes, MK19 7LT.   
 
Membership 
 
Members of the PCC are either ex officio or elected by the 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) in accordance with 
the Church Representation Rules. During the year the following 
served as members of the PCC:- 
 
Incumbent  Revd Canon Gary Ecclestone Chairman  
Wardens:  Glyn Hollinshead  
   Janet Shipton   Vice Chairman  
Deanery Synod ) Mike Parsons    Secretary (until September) 
Representatives) Janet Shipton    
   Glyn Hollinshead  
Elected Members: Diane Gordon  Treasurer 
   Alex Adams 
   Anne Adams   from April 
   Katharine Crowsley  
   Helen Hunter-Jones  from April    
   Andrea Kingston  until April 
   Maria Madeley    
   Graham Robinson  until April 
   Lorraine Robinson  until April 
   Yvonne Stewart  (Deanery Synod from September)  
  
 
Committees 
The affairs of the parish are about average for its size, and most of the business of the Council is 
carried out at full PCC meetings. 
 

Standing Committee: This committee, which is required by law, has the power to transact the 
business of the PCC between its meetings, subject to any direction given by the full Council. 
 

Sub-Committees and Working Parties:  The PCC sets up such groups in order to move forward with 
some more specific areas of work, the group’s report back to the PCC meetings.  We have a 
Wellbeing Sub-committee, a Ho working Group, a Bell Restoration Appeal Sub-committee, a Healing 
Group, and an Open Weekend Working Group..  
  
Church Attendance 
There are 152 parishioners on the Church Electoral Roll, 120 of who are resident within the parish.  
The average Sunday attendance was 48 adults and 8 children. 



Explanation of Funds 
The PCC operates five different funds within the accounts:   
 

Fund Purpose Income 

General Running costs of church and churchyard Direct Giving, Fees & Fundraising 

Fabric Repairs, maintenance and development Interest on the balance of the fund 

Bell Appeal Designated for funds raised for the re-
hanging of the bells 

Fundraising, Grants and Donations 

Wellbeing 
Courses 

To deliver Wellbeing courses on subjects 
such as parenting & mindfulness 

Grant income from various sources 

Sunday School  Funding Sunday School Interest 
 

In addition, there are three funds held by the Diocesan Trustees (Oxford) Ltd: 
 

Fund Type 
of Fund 

Value 
31/12/19 

Interest Used For 

Harkness Bequest Perpetual £40,465.97 Paid into the Fabric Fund  

Sunday School Endowment  Perpetual  £2,856.20  Paid into the Sunday School Fund 

Chancel Repair Perpetual £996.79 Paid into Fabric Fund for chancel repairs 
 

The Running Costs of the Church 
£47,410 was spent to provide the Christian ministry within the parish; to run the church building and 
provide services every Sunday; and to care for the churchyard, this is a 4% increase.   
 

Parish Share 
The largest single expense is the Parish Share, this is a payment made to the diocese which goes 
towards providing for the stipends and housing of the clergy. We paid £25,308 which was Three 
quarters of the requested amount, this was £3,677 more than last year. The amount was reduced to 
try to prevent the General Fund from slipping further into deficit. 
       

Funding for the Running of the Church 
Direct Giving - £22,117 was given to the church through the planned giving scheme, which is 
fractionally more in 2018. Further increases may emerge in 2020 following the Christian Giving 
Programme held in October. £5,823 was reclaimed from the Inland Revenue as a result of the 42 
gift aid declaration forms that individuals have signed, this was only slightly less than last year and 
includes monies reclaimed through the Gift Aid on Small Donations Scheme (GASDS). £2,894 
was received through cash collections and donations which is £500 less than last year. 
 

Fund-Raising – We held our regular annual fundraising events: Open Weekend; Easter Egg Hunt; 
BHCT sponsored bike ride and Advent Fayre to raise money for the General Fund and a small 
additional amount from a 50/50 coffee morning hosted by us in Lent. In total the events raised £3,598 
which was just £250 short of the total in 2018.   
    

Fees - £4,169 was received for fees for funerals. This was £277 more than in 2018.  
 

We started the year with a deficit of £2,980.34 on the general fund and show a deficit of £3,947.96   
this year and therefore end the year a deficit of £6,928.30 on the General Fund.  
 

Bell Appeal Our appeal to raise £112,000 to rehang and 
refurbish the bells continued to make steady progress and 
an additional £20,263.47 including a donation of £10,000 
was raised. Fund raising events included three concerts, 
and a fabulous “farewell to bells” event alongside donations 
from other local bodies and individuals. The overall total 
raised for the fund since 2012 is £70,410.39.  
 
The bells were removed in September which necessitated 
the first payments for the project totaling £38,992. Leaving 
the balance of the fund at 31,418.43. 
 .



Report on the Proceedings of the Church Council 
 
General Matters 
 
The PCC met 6 times during the year with an average attendance of 86%. 
 

We continue to be blessed by the ministries of Fr Robin Carter and Fr Robert Nokes who are both retired 
clergy assisting Fr Gary in the parishes.  
 

Fr Gary is the Area Dean for the Newport Deanery 
 
Throughout the year the PCC worked together to ensure that polices and processes regarding data 
protection were put in place and proceeded towards the positive outcome of a new lease for the Village 
Hall. 
 
In November, the Lay Chair of the Deanery joined the meeting and, in line with all parishes in the Deanery 
considered the potential plan for pastoral re-organisation, which is now in abeyance. 
 
Also in November, Bishop Jonathan, asked that Fr Gary take up a five year seconded appointment to be 
the Ebbsfleet Healthy Churches lead. The Bishop agreed that the Parish would have a full-time Priest to 
carry out day to day duties within our Parish. Father Gary would remain as our Parish Priest and Area Dean 
and lead the worship in both churches on one Sunday a month. A Parish Profile was put together during 
December so that the post of Assistant Priest could be advertised in January 2020.  

 
We continue to benefit greatly from the care of Bishop Jonathan Goodall, 
the Bishop of Ebbsfleet, who visited the benefice for Ascension Day, and 
later on the 6th June he confirmed our three candidates during a joint 
service held at SS Mary & Giles Stony Stratford. Later the Bishop met up 
with our young people at the Walsingham Youth Pilgrimage in August. 
 
Welcoming Sub Group   
A new subgroup was set up to ensure that visits could be made to those 
moving into the two new housing estates in the village.  A bid for 
Deanery funding enabled St James’ votive lights to be given to each new 
household as well as local and church information. 
 

Christian Giving Programme and Next Steps for Mission 2019 
We held our bi-annual Christian stewardship initiative which centered around a Celebration Supper held in 
October and the launch of our updated Next Steps for Mission document, which sets out strategic planning and 
identifies the resources needed to achieve these targets. Financial presentation were also given and the new 
Parish Giving Scheme was launched.  
 

Safeguarding  
We reviewed our Safeguarding policy in March and continue to adopt the Diocesan Safer Recruitment Policy. 
   
Thy Kingdom Come 
For the third year we responded to the Arch Bishops call to make the ten day period between Ascension Day 
and Pentecost a special time for prayer and mission’ launching our new prayer box during that time alongside 
a Prayer Board positioned close to the door with the opportunity to light candles being high-lighted to any 
groups meeting in the church over the period. Additional events were organized, including Prayer Stations, 
Prayer before the Blessed Sacrament, Compline by Candlelight and a Teddies Picnic on the day of Pentecost 
itself. Children and young people’s work linked across the period bringing our mid-week children and young 
people’s groups together with our Sunday School in a very positive way.  
 
Communication   
Our Parish Website continues to develop and attract a large number of ‘hits’.  Parish Facebook Page is very 
popular and a useful tool for promoting our activities and linking to the website.  We continued to circulate 
news from the church to the Village on a quarterly basis through news sheets and the Clarion, in addition to 
our monthly Link magazine which is subscribed to by most church members.    
 
Churchyard  
We continue to be grateful for all the hard work that Richard Tompkins and his helpers have done in the 



churchyard over the last year, and sadly learnt that the parish council are no longer able to subsidise the 
costs of this     

        
Church Flowers 
Mary Nokes continued to co-ordinate the work of the flowers team provided high quality floral displays 
especially for Easter Day and Christmas. 
 
Cleaning  

A few dedicated people do cleaning tasks quietly, behind the scenes.  More help in this area would be most 

welcome 
 
Volunteer help:  There are a large number of people involved in church life helping in many different ways, 
some of which are visible such as help before, during and after worship, but there are also a number of people 
doing unseen tasks that enhance the church and its surroundings to whom we are very grateful.  
 

Walsingham  
We have strong links with the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham and Mike Parsons is the Secretary of our 
thriving local Cell. We participated in two day pilgrimages to Walsingham, the National in May and the 
Pilgrimage of Healing and Renewal in August, where Fr Gary was the preacher. A number of us gathered for 
Bible Weekend in November, and our young people attended the Youth Pilgrimage in August.  
 

Choir and Music   
We continues our search to appoint a new Director of Music for the parshes, which has been advertised but 
the vacancy has not yet been filled.  We are grateful to a team of organists who play at our services on a rota 
basis during this time and to Ian Riley for providing a weekly choir practice. The musical contributions made by 
the Choir to our celebration of the mid-week major festivals have greatly enhanced our worship.  We attract 
large numbers to these joint parish celebrations which are always followed by a social time. 
 

Altar Servers: Our team of altar servers continues to grow under the leadership of Mike Parsons, our Head 
Server and Sacristan. and it is of great encouragement to us all to see so many of our young people keen to 
serve the church in this way, and to further enhance the quality of our worship. 
 

The monthly Rosary Group continues to meet with more people coming along, and opportunities are provided 
for Morning and Evening prayer to be said publicly with lay leadership during the seasons of Lent and Advent. 
 
Our Adult Learning and Teaching programme continued. We prepared another group for Confirmation, and ran 
Lent and Advent courses and a range of other courses throughout the year which were well received to meet 
the needs of people at different stages on their Christian Journey. We are indebted to those who open up their 
homes to host the groups providing the all-important essence of Christian fellowship in a relaxed and safe 
environment for discussion. 
 

Children and Young People  
 

Summer Holiday Club  Our sixth week long summer holiday club for children in 
August was called Seaside Rock. The material prepared by Scripture Union was 
developed, under the leadership of Janet Shipton, into something which was 
uniquely ‘St James’ in its approach. Over 50 children took part, many of whom 
were not part of our regular congregations, and about two dozen adults and 
young people were involved in making this happen. This work was made 
possible by a generous donation from Feoffee of £1,731.40. 
 
Sunday School, We continue to offer Sunday School from 3 to 10plus years of 
age. The material we use follows the church year and is usually based upon the 
readings that are set for the day, which makes the sharing time after communion 
more meaningful.  
 
We held five Family Masses where all of the children participate in a simplified service sharing things they have 
prepared in Sunday school during the preceding weeks and combining with our mid-week groups and Inspire. 
 
Little ones in church: We have a speaker installed in the tower room so that parents and toddlers can use this 
area if they wish, providing them with a quiet space, whilst allowing them to hear and engage with the worship, 
as well as a well-equipped children’s corner for toddlers and babies in church. 



 

 

Little Angels:  This is our group for children under school age including babies, and it continues to grow in 
numbers under the leadership of Janet Shipton. It is now well recognised in the village and on inset days and 
in the school holidays it is extended to include primary school age children.  
 
Inspire!  Inspire, our group for young people continues to meet weekly in term time and regularly attracts a 

growing number of young people each week for a social time followed by teaching and discussion.  
 

Activity Afternoons These are held on Tuesday afternoons during the school holidays, and have a craft focus 
to them, as well as providing a relaxed space where the children can play whilst Mums, Dads, Grandparents 
and others can relax over tea and cakes. 
 

All three of the above groups are offered primarily with the wider village community in mind and give the 
opportunity for village families, who do not come to church on Sundays, to begin to find out about what 
happens inside the Church building, and can provide a bridge into the worshipping community. 
 

Social Action 
 

Wellbeing Sub-Committee 
The group continues to offer: a support group for Carers’, working in partnership with the Surgery’s Patient 
Participation Group, which meets regularly on the fourth Wednesday of the month, and is providing much 
needed support in a relaxed and friendly setting.   
 
The Hanslope and District Cancer Wellbeing and Support Group meets regularly on the 3rd Monday of 
each month at 8pm.  The group aims to offer emotional support and information to those affected by cancer 
and their families.  It is an open group for all irrespective of faith, religion, colour or creed.  The objectives 
are to offer each other mutual support, collect and disseminate information on matters relating to cancer 
and act as a signpost to other relevant agencies.  
 
Monthly Community Lunches (and weekly Lent Lunches) continued to thrive, meeting a social need for those 
who live alone, and offer a convivial time for everyone. These are run by another dedicated team of volunteers.  
Donations made at the Community Lunches are put towards enhancing the kitchen. 
 
The monthly Walk for Health continues on the second Sunday afternoon of each month, providing a guided 
walk followed by tea and cake. We offer “Teatime Treats” on the first Monday afternoon of the month at 
Lincoln Court or inchurch. This provides refreshments, entertainment and games in a lovely social setting. 
 

Charities 
The proceeds of our Lent Lunches and Harvest Weekend, £1,625.05, were given to Farm Africa. During the 
preparation seasons of Advent and Lent we invited contributions of small change in collection boxes and we 
raised £252.96 for the Diocese of Ho in Ghana and £303.18 for the Additional Curates Society. The Air 
Ambulance benefitted from the donation of £73.51 collected at the Hanslope Park Carol Service. Inspire 
organised a coffee afternoon for Macmillan which raised £305.89.  
 

We support the work of the MK Foodbank by having a collection point in church. We are also a collection 
point for Soroptimist International for toiletry items for Women’s refuge centres. 
 
Our Friends in the Diocese of Ho, Ghana  
 
The Ho Group, led by Mary Nokes, raised £2,010.13, through a tea and talents 
event, plant sale (held this year in the vicarage garden), and a very successful 
Festival of Angels held over the first weekend of Advent. 
 
Fr Denis visited the Parish in May, and was cared for by Fr Robert and Mary 
Nokes. Between 25 and 30 people visited Fr Robert and Mary’s home on two 
evenings to meet him: Fr Gary took Fr Denis into Hanslope School and he was 
able to come to the Vicarage BBQ and meet more people there. 
 
  



Annual Report on the Fabric of the Church 
 
Repairs and Maintenance 
 

 February 2019 

During the 5 year periodic check a single socket behind the pulpit was found to be faulty.  This 

was replaced by a double socket.  The cost was covered under the cost of the check. 

 April 2019 

Light switch for toilet was replaced at no cost to the church 

 May 2019 

The 2 battery type smoke alarms were replaced with 2 main types alarms.  Cost £144 

 September 2019 

The redundant clock mechanism was disconnected from the mains so it could be lowered down 

into the tower meeting room for storage 

 December 2019 

The driveway/footpath was repaired with additional gravel.       Cost £193.34 

 

Work in progress 

Bells   The Bell project is now reaching its final stages and fund raising is still taking place to cover 

additional costs which added to the original estimates. 

Servicing 

We also have a number of items that need to be serviced on an annual basis, these include: 

 Fire Extinguishers 

 Tower clock and chiming mechanism (Postponed until this year at the completion of the bell 

project)  

 Gas heaters 

 Lighting conductor 

 Roof alarm 

 Organ (Spring and Autumn) 

 

Donations 

Three section free standing display boards made by 'CLIP' in carry cases together with lights 

coloured red were donated to the church 

4 Wooden oak coloured folding tables, 6 metal frame cloth easy chairs, 6 computers and a brand-
new laptop and a LG Flat screen monitor on mobile stand were donated to the church by the 
HMCGG, Hanslope  

 

Glyn Hollinshead    21st September 2020 

On behalf of the PCC 
 
 
 
Father Gary Ecclestone (Chairman) 
20th October 2020  


