HOLY WEDNESDAY…

MAUNDY THURSDAY…

Georgina Alexander picks up the story as we reach the Mass for
Wholeness and Healing:

Amy Hewitt writes: Having
spent my afternoon helping out
at the Maundy Thursday
CookaChapel
event
in
Hanslope, I had been very
much looking forward to the
service at Castlethorpe in the
evening. Upon entering the
church the stillness and peace
of the building enveloped me
and allowed me to really focus
on being present with Christ.
The floral decoration on the
altar in the Lady Chapel was
particularly striking, invoking a
sense of beauty and perfection,
two concepts that contrast with
what was to come at the service the following day.

What a lovely Healing and Wholeness service we had at St James on the
evening of Holy Wednesday. It was so good to be reminded that the
Christian healing that we seek and receive is not so much about ‘cure’ as
about movement into wholeness, wholeness and unity of body mind and
spirit. Though physical healing does sometimes come about too. We are
very aware of the peace of Christ in that holy atmosphere as we journey
on toward that unity, unity within ourselves and, at a very deep level, with
other people, and with God, the three persons of the Holy Trinity. As St
Seraphim of Sarov said ‘have peace in your hearts and thousands round
you will be saved’ We can and do, though often unknowingly, just radiate
that peace to others when we are at peace within ourselves.
We have the opportunity to have the laying-on-of-hands, to receive the
grace of God’s love in a personal way and to be anointed with holy oil,
which was blessed by our Bishop at the Chrism Mass just the previous
afternoon. As with all sacraments the oil for the healing of the sick is an
outward and visible sign of inward and invisible grace.
As the Bishop said the oils are for forgiveness and healing. That is to let go
of all that needs to be forgiven and to move on to greater wholeness. The
grace of the sacrament of the Eucharist is also offered and is, as always, at
the centre of our worship.
The sacrament of absolution is also available, together with an
opportunity to share some of our concerns in a confidential setting. In
short we have all that we could wish for, all that we need to aid us on our
way to becoming that whole person that God wishes for us. We are all
servants of each other and we all share in the mystery of Christ’s love as it
is offered to us.
The opportunity for these blessings to become more available to us are all
offered in the services of Wholeness and Healing at St James Hanslope

Having been asked beforehand by Fr Gary if I would be willing to have my
foot washed during the service I felt more aware of the significance of the
reading from the Gospel, acknowledging the humility that was involved in
the act of foot washing, and the genuine need for that humility to be
accepted and understood by us as the Disciples of Christ.
The procession of the Blessed Sacrament to the Altar of Repose was also
poignant; allowing for a sense of complete focus upon Jesus, and drawing
us into the Watch. As I sat there in the silence and darkness, I wanted
nothing more than to freeze that moment, strengthened by the fellowship
of those praying around me, to watch with them and wait for what was to
come.

GOOD FRIDAY…
The Good Friday Walk
Nearly 100 pairs of legs (not all quite making it into the photo) – human
and canine made the walk over the fields from Castlethorpe to Hanslope
for Hot Cross Buns. The sun shone and there was a cooling breeze which
made the walk rather less taxing than it might have been.

Stiles, Tired Dogs &
Weary Walkers:
Images from the Good
Friday Walk

The Good Friday Liturgy
Garry Stubbs writes: 'This
year's Good Friday service at
Ss Simon and Jude was made
even more special than usual
by the presence of Bishop
Jonathan. His sermon was a
permanent reminder of how
St John's Gospel account of
the
persecution
and
crucifixion of Christ tells us
that the entire event was all
a part of the rise to glory of
Jesus, and not only his
subsequent
resurrection
three days later. This
enlightening view, from The
Bishop himself, taught me
that worship is so much
more than a ritual, and that
we can learn something every time we go to worship..'

HOLY SATURDAY… flowers at St James with the Stations of the Cross

…and at SS Simon & Jude too
Both churches saw teams of flower arrangers, sacristans and churchwardens,
amongst others, appear to transform the buildings ready for the Easter services.

